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October 22, 2013 
 
The Hon. Carl Levin, Chairman  The Hon. Buck McKeon, Chairman  
Committee on Armed Services  Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate    United States House of Representatives 
269 Russell Senate Office Building  2310 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20510   Washington, D.C.  20515  
 

RE: Major James Weirick, USMC 

Senator Levin and Representative McKeon, 

 We, the undersigned, write to you as retired or former Marine Corps and Navy 
officers and judge advocates.  We are greatly concerned that the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, General James F. Amos, and one or more of his most senior legal advisers appear to 
have (1) deprived Marines of due process in military justice proceedings; (2) made 
misleading statements under oath about these activities; (3) engaged in abuse of the legal 
discovery process investigating this misconduct; and (4) endeavored to besmirch  and 
disparage the reputation and career of the one Marine lawyer who, at great risk to his military 
career, did the right thing and reported all of this to the Inspector General of the Department 
of Defense.  We ask that you commence a prompt investigation into these events, utilizing 
your oversight responsibilities to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

 The enclosed documents strongly suggest that on February 10, 2012, General Amos 
relieved and replaced Lieutenant General Thomas D. Waldhauser, who was serving as the 
relevant Convening Authority, to ensure his own wishes and pre-determined outcomes in at 
least one, and perhaps other, military justice proceedings resulted.  To preserve due process 
and fundamental fairness in the military justice system, such action is plainly impermissible 
under Rule 104 of the Manual for Courts-Martial.  It is prohibited as “unlawful command 
influence” which has long been described in military appellate courts as “the mortal enemy of 
military justice.”     

Of greater concern is that the Commandant of the Marine Corps later provided what 
appear to be misleading written responses, sworn to and thus made under oath, to an inquiry 
about his actions.  The Commandant and his lawyers then failed to turn over the very 
documents that tended to prove that unlawful command influence had, in fact, occurred – 
even though these documents were requested and required to be produced in order to comply 
with pending discovery obligations.  Worst of all, the one person who had the moral courage 
to report on these events fully, Major James Weirick, USMC, was relieved from his job 
duties as a deputy staff judge advocate, reassigned and relegated to a non-legal job.   

Major Weirick filed a whistleblower complaint with the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense detailing these events.  In addition to being relieved from duty, Major 
Weirick has since been unfairly painted as mentally unstable, and publicly compared in a 
press release by the Commandant’s top civilian lawyer, Mr. Robert Hogue, to a mass 
murderer who recently killed 12 innocent people in the Washington Navy-Yard.  See Marine 
Commandant’s Lawyer:  Whistleblower’s Email a Red Flag After Navy Yard Massacre, 
MARINE CORPS TIMES, October 1, 2013.  Such tactics appear to be designed to discredit 
Major Weirick in an attempt to insulate the Commandant and his lawyers from the 
forthcoming report and conclusions of the Inspector General of the Department of Defense 
concerning these disturbing events.        
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 A Congressional inquiry into these facts and circumstances – to the extent not already 
underway – should be strongly considered.  Our country is entitled to trust her Marines 
completely, and that trust starts first and foremost with the Commandant himself.  Congress 
should not sit idly by when there are indications that the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
may have (1) engaged in or permitted unlawful command influence in the Courts-Martial 
process; (2) submitted or caused to be submitted misleading statements; (3) abused the legal 
discovery process; and/or (4) condoned the character assassination of a Marine – James 
Weirick – who had the moral courage to speak out when he observed the rule of law being 
cast aside at the highest leadership level.  To be sure, Major Weirick should be congratulated, 
and most certainly not condemned, for bringing these issues to the forefront.  We urge you to 
exercise your oversight responsibilities and fully explore these events so that due process, 
fundamental fairness, and most of all, integrity, remain most revered within the military 
justice system and in the traditions of the United States Marine Corps.   

Semper Fidelis, 

 

   
L. Lee Thweatt    David M. Brahms 
Captain, USMC (former)   Brigadier General, USMC (Ret.) 
2820 Rice Blvd    800 Grand Ave., Ste. C-14 
Houston, Texas  77005   Carlsbad, CA 92008 
(713) 444-6658    (760) 500-7870 
lthweatt@terrythweatt.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Bouffard 
Lieutenant Commander, JAG Corps    
U.S. Navy (former) 
909 W. Magnolia Avenue, Suite 6 
Fort Worth, Texas 76104 
 

 
 
 

 
Jane L. Siegel   William E. Bubsey 

Colonel, USMC (Ret.)    Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.)    

936 Candlelite Dr.    210 S. Monroe Street 
San Marcos, CA 92069-1946   Tallahassee, FL 32301 
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Thomas H. Eagen     Charles W. Gittins 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.)   Lieutenant Colonel, USMCR (Ret.)   
4 Consultant Place     Stonymeade Drive  
Durham, NC  27707     Winchester, VA 22602 
 
  
    
     

Ken Martin      Jeff Nagel 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.)   Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.) 
PO Box 10456     4910 Dunman Ave   
Tampa, Fl 33679-0456    Woodland Hill Ca 91364  
813-431-3310       
 
 

Richard D. Sullivan 

Richard D. Sullivan     Colby C. Vokey 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMCR (Former)  Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.) 
10143 Village Knolls Court   1400 West Abram St. 
Oakton, Virginia  22124    Arlington, Texas 76013 

(703) 281-3429    (817) 261-2222 
 
 

Guy L. Womack 

Guy Womack      
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.)    
402 Main Street, 6th Floor    
Houston, Texas  77002    
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Kannady   
Major, USMC (former) 
3012 SW 95th St 
Oklahoma City, OK 73159 
 

 
       
      Peter J. Cazamias 

Brian R. Rooney     Peter J. Cazamias 
Major, USMCR    Captain, USMC (former) 
8000 Walsh Rd    5436 Crooms 
Dexter, MI 48130    Houston, TX 77007 
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Brian J. Cooke     William M. Cunningham   
Captain, USMC (former)   Captain, USMC (former) 
7400 Wydown Blvd    50 St. Emanuel Street  
Clayton, MO 63105    Mobile, Alabama 3660 
 
 
 
 
 
William A. Dahl    George B. Donnini 
Captain, USMC (former)   Captain, USMC (former) 
800 S. Columbia St.    150 W. Jefferson Avenue, Suite 100 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514   Detroit, MI 48226 
919-967-2596 
 
   
 
 
Jed C. Fitch     Edward F. Fogarty 
Captain, USMC (former)   USMCR Captain (former) 
2 S. Pacific Street, Suite 2   1904 Farnam Street, # 700 
Dillon, Montana  59725   Omaha, NE 68102 
 
 
 
        
 
      Todd A. Romano 
      Captain, USMC (former) 
      1005 Lake Avenue 
      Lake Worth, Florida  33460 
 
 
 
     
Jennifer L. Woodmansee 
Captain, USMC (former) 
12282 Porcelina Ct. 
San Diego, CA  92131 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures as stated             
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